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i MODERN FAMILY LIFE — IT’S 
God and Country 313 DESTROYING CHILDREN 


lth S. James : : An 
Pee eS. The American Family is failing, accord- 


Independence Day 316 ing to areport by Arthur J.Snider, Chicago, 
June 8, 1959. A widely-known psychiatrist, 
Modern Family Life end Dr. Lawrence S. Kubie of Yale University, 
; is quoted as saying “‘it is destroying chil- 
New Sayings of Jesus _ dren rather than fulfilling its age-old obliga- 
C. Irving Benson tion of fostering healthy individuals.” 

Some of the reasons, he is quoted as say- 

CHURCH METHODS 317 ing, are these: 


Absence of the mother. She’s working or 
she’s playing bridge or seeking satisfaction 
in other than home-making activities. 

‘It’s not strange that in the absence of 
family ties, the closeness young people — 
need, but cannot find in the family is sought 
in the gang.” he said. 

Overcrowding! Families are living in ever 
smaller, more cramped quarters. Lack of Pris ~ 
vacy makes it impossible to live with free- ~~ 
dom or dignity. 

“To allow real estate interests to pile up 
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SERMONS 321 more and more hapless human beings on a 
AstaMan Thankerk pin-point of land for the sake of skyrocket - 
WiestiburCray ing real estate values is literally criminal 
a negligence,’’ said Dr. Kubie. 
Greater Christian Duty Home is merely a motel for nomads on the ~ 
Robert T. Raines go. The family is no longer a center for crea- ~~ 
The Right Word tive work and exchange of ideas. There is 
Richard Braunetern little self-entertainment any more. 


‘*The family members have become spec- 
tators. Children can’t distinguish between 
reality and fantasy.” 

Grandparents, uncle, aunt or other ‘‘built- 
in baby-sitter’’ are gone. There is no room. 


The Wisdom of the Cross 
Aaron N. Meckel 


TONS oué ‘‘Nurses and servants, the other parental 

BOOK REVIEWS 330 substitutes, are a vanishing breed. There is 

TOPICAL INDEX 333 no other than the beleaguered parent to help 
a child.’” 

WHERE TO BUY 334 Competitiveness of women against men. 


‘fA major goal of women is to prove they — 
(See page 311) 
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FINEST IN CHURCH FURNITURE 


TO REALIZE YOUR HIGHEST HOPES 


Dedicated craftsmen, talented designers, 
quality materials and over 50 years ex- 
perience assure you supreme satisfac - 
tion. Consult us freely without obliga- 
tion for new construction or remodeling. 
Profit from our knowledge and ideas, 


Pews-Altars-Pulpits-Lecterns - 
Fonts, etc. Tracery and Carving 


Write for Literature 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 
1214 LINCOLN AVE., Dept. TE, WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 


it. 


AND SELECTED SCRIPTURE READINGS 


The nation’s best songs from America’s most 
loved authors and composers ¢ CONTAINS: 130 
STANDARD gospel hymns ¢ 95 CONTEMPORARY 
gospel hymns ¢ 104 DEVOTIONAL hymns of 
the Church e¢ 30 hymns of INVITATION ¢ 24 
songs for the CHORUS CHOIR  e¢ 25 songs for 
EASTER, CHRISTMAS and SPECIAL DAYS. 


MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: MUSIC PLATES 
are newly set in full 10 point type °*® PRINTED 
on smooth, white and opaque paper ¢ BINDING 
is flat opening, thread sewn ¢ DIGNIFIED IN 
APPEARANCE with stained edges and head bands 
® BOOK CLOTH, choice of dark red or green, 
pebbled grain, soil proof and washable e Titles 
stamped in GENUINE 24 KARAT GOLD (non- 
tarnishable). 


THIS ALL PURPOSE HYMNAL, truly All American 
will solve the ‘‘music problems’’ of every Church 
e® RESOURCEFUL AND INSPIRING, it will fit 
every mood of worship for the quiet SUNDAY 
MORNING HOUR or the fervent EVANGELISTIC 
SERVICES at night. ; 


FREE EXAMINATION COPY ¢ WRITE TODAY ° GIVE 
NAME, POSITION, CHURCH, AND THE DATE EXPECTED 
TO PURCHASE NEW HYMNBOOKS. 


Dept. L, JOHN T. BENSON PUB. CO., 4th Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 
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san be women with one hand while out-dis- BROTHERS, .W ; 

= * “The crest and crowning of all good, 
sancing men (and also other women) with the Life’s final star, is Brotherhood; 
»ther,”’ asserted Dr. Kubie. For it will bring again to earth 

‘‘We are developing a world of angry women Her long-lost poesy and mirth; 

0 match a world of angry men; yet we won- Will send new light on every face, 
ler naively if this breeds angry children.’’ A kingly power upon the race. 


And till it comes, we men are slaves, 
And travel downward to the dust of graves. 
“Come, clear the way, then clear the way: 


Dr. Kubie suggests we might do well to 
study patterns of home-making and child-rear- 
mg in other cultures. eer. 

“‘We might at least have the humility to Blind kings and creeds have had their day. 

; ifi i Break the dead branches from the path; 
ease our fatuous glorification of the great- Pe eerie teat 

merican home in order to consider how we nn ae OE He 
1re destroying the souls of children in the Sterled to build the world again, 

based family life to which we expose them, To this event the ages ran: 
declared. Make way for Brotherhood—make way for Man!” 
— Quoted 
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THE 
INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE 


Only in The Interpreter’s Bible 
do you find all this: 

Both the King James and Re- 
vised Standard versions of the 
Bible printed in parallel columns 
. .. Exegeses for every book... 
Expositions that apply the Bible 
to today’s problems .. . Introe 
ductions for each book and Gen- 
eral Articles on the whole Bible 
. » « the Working Page, which 
has the double text at the top 
with the Exegesis and Exposition 
following. 

*‘No modern preacher should 
try to fulfill his homiletical task 
without the aid of these vol- 
umes.” —The Pulpit 

“For richness of expression, 
for variety of insight, and for 
the acuteness of biblical scholar- 
ship, there is no other set of 
books to compare with this 
one,” —Pulpit Digest 

The Set, $89.50; 
Single Volume, $8.75 


Order from your bookstore 
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Do YouMake These Mistakes 


pos paene Say, ‘‘betwete 

you and use ‘who’’ for 

in n 1S ‘whom’ La ee t know whether to 
use one or two ‘‘e'’s’’ or ‘‘m's’ 

or Oy 8.” - Byrery finde you_s pene 

or write you show what you are, A command of effective 
ge ati brings vou added advantages, better opportunities. 

You can improve your English through Sherwin Cody's 
100%, self-correcting invention. If you are ever em- 
barrassed by mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation, 

or pronunciation, write for FREE hook ‘How You Can 
Master Good English in 15 Minutes a Day.’’ No obliga- 

tion. SHERWIN CODY COURSE IN ENGLISH, 633 Central 
Drive, Port Washington, N.Y. (No salesman will call.) 


announcing the new 


JOURNAL OF 
church music 


an entirely practical monthly maga- 
zine issued eleven times yearly. 


Journal of Church Music contains 
e@ feature articles 


e practical suggestions for music 
leaders 


® reproductions of anthems 


e reviews of books of interest to the 
church musician 


@ announcements and news of choir 
schools and music festivals 


Circulation is limited to choir direc- 
tors, organists, clergymen, directors 
of church music and children’s choirs 
and others concerned with selection 
of music. 


Subscription rate—$3.50 per year. 


Fill out this coupon for FREE 
copy or 1-year subscription 


JOURNAL OF CHURCH MUSIC, Dept. EX 
2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. 


O Please send me a free copy of the magazine. 
G Please enter my subscription for one year. 
Enclosed check or M.0. for $3.50 ( Bill me 


\\ EVERAL years ago the United States 
issued a special commemorative post- 
age stamp honoring four army Chap- 
ins,who lost their lives in the Second 
orld War. The engraving shows the sink- 
Troopship Dorchester and, above the 
ticken ship, the calm friendly faces of 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish 
1aplains, who died hand in hand.The Dor- 
eester was torpedoed and sunk in the North 
Iantic in February, 1943. On board were 
Chaplains; George Fox, a Methodist; 
dark Poling, Reformed Church of America; 
bhn Washington, A Roman Catholic; and 
exander Goode, a Jew. When the ship was 
tt, each of the four Chaplains gave his life 
It to nearby soldiers who did not have one. 
hen they joined hands and prayed to the — 
ae God they all served for the safety of the 
en struggling to leave the fast sinking ves- 
2]. The survivors finally landed in Green- 
ind. They said, “‘This is the picture en- 
raved on our minds and hearts as the Dor- 
xester disappeared beneath the waves.” 


There we see exemplified the sacrifice 
oon which our nation was build. Those —4 
haplains, as well as countless thousands 
‘ other men, have given their lives that you 
id I might enjoy the heritage of freedom 
at is ours. One of our greatest faults is 
at we pause to recall the heroic sacrifice 
[those brave men and women of yesterday 
o seldom. We do not follow the injunction 
‘the Old Testament, which required of the 
ther to recount to his children the great 
id noble deeds of those who won for Israel 
e high place of the chosen people of God. 


The ancient Romans remembered their- 
mored dead by placing statues of their 
stinguished ancestors in their homes. 
oman children would see them and be re- 
inded to emulate their noble deeds. We 
ve no statues of our honored dead in our 
velling places. But we do have occasions 
e obvious meaning of which is to remember 
r honored dead. Such an occasion is this 
thering. We have come together to remem- 


ttional Chaplain of The American Legion 


yarleston, South Carolina 
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FEL*THAM 


Se JAMES 


ber and pay honor to comrades who have an- 
swered the final bugle call. 


On occasions like these we pause andpay 
tribute. This is not all the occasion means. 
we stop there, we are not true to our honor- 
ed dead, to ourselves or to our beloved coun- 
try. These occasions should have a profound 
effect upon our lives and thought. Those who 
gave their life’s blood did not do it that we 
might simply meet to sing their praises. The 
spoil they won for themselves was only a 
fraction of what they secured for us. They 
were strugglers for the future, battlers for a 
heritage for generations yet unborn. They 
died for a purpose, for a cause! It is for us 
to accept the challenge to continue — what 
they began. 


**For the youth they gave and the blood 

they gave 

We must render back the due; 

For every marked or nameless grave 

We must pay with a service true; 

Till the scales stand straight with even 
weight, 

And the world is a world made new.”’ 


Out of the past we should learn our les- 
sons for the building of the future. There are 
times in the history of persons and peoples, 
particularly times of crises, when a redis- 
covery of yesterday opens a new pathway — 
to tomorrow, when the awakening of a sense 
of heritage becomes a powerful force for de- 
termining our destiny. Men must learn to iook 
back if they are ever to succeed in moving- 
forward. Behind us are the wisdom and the 
experience of the ages. The past is full of 
landmarks and danger signals which he must 
study who would advance into tomorrow. And 
so occasions like these have a two-fold func- 
tion: they not only lift up tributes for the 
dead, but they have exhortations for the 
living. They bring challenges from the graves 
of our dead. Those graves are not silent. They 
speak! They remind us of what God expects — 
of us and of this land we profess to love. 
Memories carry us back into the past. But 
on these occasions the past warns us to look 
into the future and make certain that war will 
not visit us again. They warn us that we must 
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work to conquer the sins that have so long 
conquered mankind, They warn us, also, that 
America’s dream of freedom and liberty will 
melt like the hoar-frost in the morning sun 
unless we keep it alive in the minds of the 
people and defend it with the power of the 
nation! 

Certainly it is not secret that there are for- 
ces in the world seeking to destroy that dream. 
Russian strategy and policy has been - and 
is — the destruction of free America! It is 
more important than ever that our Nation main- 
tain its ability to resist aggression — because 
in our strength rests our power to avoid the 
holocaust of atomic destruction. Only through 
peace can we bring our dream into a reality, 
and only through power, in the face of Rus- 
sian threats, can we maintain that peace. 


Mere anti-Communism is not enough. We 
must know what we believe, why we believe 
it, and why we must resist that which would 
destroy us and destroy as well the faith that 
has made us what we are. Before we lower 
our guard, we must have convincing proof, 
that there has been a change in Soviet strate- 
gy and their basic goal of world domination. 


Yes, the graves of those whom we this day 
honor speak out in a clear, unmistakeable- 
voice — they tell us that the course of history 
has proven that our only hope for realizing — 
our dream of freedom and liberty today is to 
be so strong that no aggressor, or group of ag- 
gressor nations, will dare to seek to impose 
tyranny and dictatorship upon freedom-loving 
men who desire to live in dignity in the im- 
age of God. 


And as we recall the past, we not alone 
recognize the patriotism of our fathers but, 
we find an even greater purpose in that recol- 
lection -—that this patriotism must be perpet- 
uated, Let us then cultivate patriotism, But 
while we do it, let us bear in mind that one 
way to do it is to put down all sectionalism 
and divisions that break up into feuding — 
camps. The downfall of many a nation has 
been its internal divisions. Our duty is for 
us to forget that there is any North or South, 
East or West, but to know only that we are 
one people. It was the immortal Patrick Hen- 
try who said, “I am not a Virginian. I am an 
American,”’ and these words should find echo 
in every American heart. As we are bound by 
the bridges that span our streams, by the con- 
tinuous steel rails that support our trains, by 
the wires that transmit our messages, and by 
the blue canopy that shuts us under the same 
roof, so let us be bound by the eternal ties 
of brotherhood that make us one people, 


It is thus that occasions call us to a high 
patriotism, a patriotism that lives and works 
for the highest ideals of American Life. We 
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who are churchmen must not forget that those 
ideals include the making of our patriotism 
religious and religion patriotic. Love of ow 
country is not only a natural sentiment in 
every heart, but it is right in the sight of God 


Then, too, memorial occasions should brin, 
us to a fuller understanding of the value of 
peace. They show war at its best to be only 
a necessary evil, never justified except in 
a righteous cause. They show the cost of 
war. | am not thinking of the financial costs 
either. For what our wars have cost us ij 
dollars and cents may some day be wipec 
out and forgotten, but what they cost in hun 
dreds of thousands of precious lives wil 
never be forgotten so long as we meet like 
this to pay honor. We must never forget the 
value of peace and freedom, purchased at so 
great a prices : 


One more strong thought an occasion like 
this ought bring us — the truth of self-sacri- 
fice. Tradition has it that in Scotland there 
is a battlefield on the Colloden Moor on whic 
the natives and their saxon foes met in mor: 
tal conflict. No monument marks. the spot, 
but a singular, little blue flower grows there 
and THERE ALONE! It sprang up after the 
battle and they call it the ‘‘flower of Collo- 
den’, because it came from the soil made 
sacred and rich with blood of fallen heroes, 
The seeds were there, of course, but they 
needed the baptism of blood to make them 
grow. And now every blue flower on Collo- 
den field, as it bends its head in the sum- 
mer breeze, is a tender memorial of the brave 
spirits who dyed that soil with their life’s 
blood and fertilized it with sacrifice. The 
flowers of Colloden are always the choicest 
because of the cost of their production. 


The choicest flowers of human civiliza- 
tion are always the Colloden flowers; they 
spring alone from soil that has been watered 
by sacrifice. Freedom is one such flower, 
True patriotism is another. Religious libert 
is another. Christianity is another —it sprang 
from the blood-dyed ground at the foot of a 
cross. He who is not willing to open his 
veins to sanctify his country, is not worthy 
of the inheritance that an occasion like this 
brings to him. No man has begun to be a — 
real citizen until his citizenship has cost 
him something. We must feed our most ho 
institutions as our heroic dead fed freedon 
— with sacrifice. 


Self-sacrifice for one’s country has given 
us a heritage unmatched in the history of — 
man. But I am sometimes apprehensive abou 
the other half of that phrase carved on th 
tomb of the Unknown Soldier, ‘‘For God and 
Country.”? Great have been our sacrifi ces: 
for our country, but what of the sacrifice 


or our God? We honor those who fought and 
eave their lives that the whole world might 
re freed from the domination of tyranny and 
pppression in whatever form it might present 
isself, But how little of sacrifice for the high- 
st things in life there is among us, It is a 
ooble thing to die for one’s country and itis 
ighly commendable but there is another to 
thom we owe greater allegiance — that i 
cod! This thingy we call Macatee ee aot 
omplete when made for country alone, It 
tust be for GOD and COUNTRY and when 
re leave God out, we have undermined the 
eery foundation upon which country stands, 
only by our country becoming a great spirit - 
pal bastion and by exalting God in personal 
*Stimony and public action can we prevent 
ue sacrifice of our soldier dead from having 
psen made in vain. We must be moved to a 
pseper spiritual dedication. We are heirs of a 
reat legacy, and we are proud of what those 
ho have gone before us have achieved; but 
ery generation must vouchsafe its own faith 
ad insure its own freedom, 


Edward Gomez was a private in the Marine 
torps. He was killed in action in the Korean 
jiar. As his machine gun-squad moved up, an 
nemy grenade landed nearby, threatening the 
inmtire operation. Shouting a warning to the 
tthers, Gomez grabbed the grenade and fell- 
mit, his body absorbing the shock of the 
bxplosion. For this action his parents re- 
seeived on his behalf the nation’s highest 
onor, conferred at their request in their lit- 
le parish church. 


Edward’s mother found among his personal 
fffects a letter — a letter written in premoni- 
ton — a testimony of faith and courage of all 
mose who laid down their lives that we might 
mnjoy the fruits of liberty and freedom. 


‘‘I_ am not sorry I died’’, he wrote, ‘‘be- 
seause I died fighting for my country... 1 
rm very proud to have done what little | have 
cone to keep my honor free. Be proud of me, 
tom, because even though I’m scared now,] 
mow what I am doing, Tell Dad I died like 
me man he wanted meto be... The kids 
.— remind them of me once in a while.And 
sever forget, kids, fight only for what you 
selieve in; that’s what I’m fighting for.” 


We can never close our account with those 
who died on the field of honor. Perhaps the 
,umblest tribute we can pay to their memory 

to follow the wisdom of the young hero: 
‘Fight for what you believe in.”? 


The men who fought and died, either in 
1e line of battle or at home, after having car- 
ied the contest to a successful conclusion 
ave left us a well-defined duty. That duty 
s to reassert and re-emphasize the princi- 
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ples for which they died; the principles in 
which they believed. These are the princi - 
ples of LIBERTY, FREEDOM, and TRUTH. 


All our efforts to save a world by diplomacy 
—treaties, food distribution, economic loans, 
reciprocal trade, foreign aid, or otherwise,- 
will fail unless at the foundation we put the 
basic stone of the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. Unless we can do this, 
those who have died gave their lives in vain, 
Having failed them, ‘‘these cannot sleep in 
Flander’s Fields’® or in any other spot on 
the face of the earth. We must take up the 
torch, hold it high and march under the ban- 
ner of the KINGDOM OF GOD in bringing to 
pass the things for which ‘‘They gave the 
last full measure of devotion !”” 


NEW SAYINGS 
OF JESUS 


CG. IRVING BENSON 


Gospel of St. Thomas’’ is an exciting 

prospect. The manuscript which was 
found in Upper Egypt is of greater import - 
ance to New Testament students than the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 

We have had to wait a long time for the ex- 
perts to work on these leaves, which were- 
found in 1946 in a jar standing in an old tomb 
cut in limestone cliffs. 

Dr. Oscar Cullman, Prof. of Early Chris- 
tianity at the Sorbonne in Paris, discloses 
that it contains some sayings of Jesus un- 
known to uSe 

We know the great saying: ‘‘The Kingdom 
of Heaven is within you’’, but it is givena 
new setting in the Gospel of St. Thomas, 

Jesus said: ‘‘If those who lead you say 
to you: Behold, the kingdom is in Heaven, 
then the birds of Heaven will precede you; if 
they say to you that it isin the sea, then the 
fish will precede you. But the kingdom is 
within you and it is outside of you.” 

There were assuredly many other stories, 
and sayings once in oral circulation which 
were not included in the Gospels. 

If the New Testament writers have not told 
us more, it is not because they had no more— 
to tell, but because what they did tell they 
deemed sufficient for their purpose, — which 
was the awakening of saving faith in Jesus. 

We possess quite a number of sayings of 


(es publication later this year of ‘‘The 


Melbourne Herald, Melbourne Australia 
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Jesus, which are not found in the Gospels. 

In the Book of Acts, there is a saying not 
in the Gospels. It was quoted by St. Paul to 
the Ephesian elders at Miletus: ‘*Ye ought to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
He himself said, ‘‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” What a loss had that not 
been recorded ! 

Other ‘‘unwritten’’ sayings are to be found 
inthe early Christian Fathers. Justin Martyr, 
famous leader in the early Church (died 165- 
AD), has preserved another striking saying 
of Christ:‘‘In whatsoever employments I may 
surprise you, in these also I will judge you.” 

It is a man’s unguarded moments that, like 
Peter’s Galilean accent ‘“‘betray’’ him, and 
by these Christ, when He comes, will judge 
hime 

A very large number of sayings are to be 
found in Moslem literature. Over the door of 
a Mosque in Fatehpur Sikri, on the Ganges 
in India. Alexander Duff, the missionary, was 
excited as he read these words: ‘‘Jesus, on 
whom be peace says the world is a bridge: 
pass over it but build no house upon it.” 

There was a great stir over the remark- 
able discovery of papyrus fragments, in the 
years 1897 and 1904 among the ruins of Ox- 
ythynchus, on the edge of the Libyan desert, 
120-miles south of Cairo. 

This was an important city, not only through 
its situation, barely 10 miles from the Nile, 
and its relation with the commerce of the Nile, 
but chiefly because it was once a very well 
known centre of Christianity. 


During the first centuries of the Christian - 
era in particular, Oxyrhynchus enjoyed a high 
degree of prosperity. 

Of the first group of Christ’s sayings found 
there the most complete and important is this: 


**Let not the seeker cease until he find, 
and when he findeth he shall wonder, and 
having wondered he shall come into his king- 
dom, and having reigned he shall rest.” 


From the group of sayings of Jesus found 
there in 1904, is one which runs: ‘‘Where 
there are two, they are not without God: where 
there is one alone, — behold! I am with him. 
Raise the stone, and you shall find Me: cleve 
the wood and there am I.” 

Henry Van Dyke, sometime U.S.Ambassa- 
dor to the Hague, used this saying as the 
theme ofhis beautiful hymn: ‘‘They who tread 
the path of labor follow where my feet have 
trod.”” 

How lovely these words of Jesus are wher- 
ever found; like gems that have in them the 
glow of His deep wisdom. These words light 
our way, heal our heart, and they haunt us 
far —echoing music. 
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Independance Day 


What noble and inspiring words are thes 
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, Freedor 
Justice and Charity, Democracy and Indepen 
ence! Many battles have been fought und 
these flashing and stirring insignias, banners ar 
ideals and many more battles are destined 
occur before a final and complete consumm 
tion is realized. Historically, every Americ: 
schoolboy knows well, the original significan 
of our Independence, freedom from the mai 
dates of a George the Third. But much wat 
has passed over the dam since then. The sti 
ring Fourth of July address will hardly cent 
around “‘tea-parties,” whether past, present | 
future—this year. Our eyes still water in men 
ory and imagination, as we behold the Memori 
Day Parade winding through our downtoy 
streets. ‘“‘Breathes there a man with soul | 
dead, who ne’er to himself hath said: This 
my own, my native land.” This Independen: 
Day will have a parade, too. You will see o 
boys dressed in fine resplendent uniforms. Ho 
firm their step, how true their spirit, how co 
fident their air. They are young men, to 
many of them hardly seem to be more than bo 
in their ’teens. Yet, it is they, who, as men, w 
increase the length of Memorial and Indepen 
ence Days to come. It is they who will no 
only hold high the banner of Freedom and D 
mocracy but fight its battles to a glorious vi 
tory. Parents, friends and lovers all saw the 
loved ones in uniform that day and some of ° 
must have wondered whether these boys w 
be in the parades of the future, or whether the 
names only will be in the list of those to who 
we pay our annual national homage. — ¥ 
parades are like that, they make us all a litt 
more serious and determined—that these bo 
shall come back safe and sound in mind a1 
body and soul. It was so a quarter of a cent 
ago, when they left us, we felt then hati 
freedom rested in the hands of those in unifor 
and we think so today, only in greater deg 
and intensity. This is a serious Independen 
Day indeed—the most serious since the Foun 
ing of our Republic. Let us make the day o 
of soldier respect, for the dead and living, the 
of other wars and those of the present we 
Make this day one in which we come face 
face with the price of an earned and protect 
peace! And pray God that this time, we sh 
have won a “just and durable peace.” Ai 
Jesus said: “I leave you a blessing; I give y 
my own blessing. I do not give it to you 
the world gives. Your minds must not 
troubled or afraid.” —J. Js Pheless aa 


JUNE, 195 
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Junior Program 


Processional from S. S. rooms to places as- 


iigned, followed by Junior Choir and pastor. 

| Organ Voluntary, with all Juniors joining 

rn singing of-— 

“Worship, honour, glory, blessing, 
Lord, we offer to Thy name. 

Young and old Thy praise expressing 
Join their Saviour to proclaim. 

As the saints in heaven adore Thee, 
We would bow before Thy throne; 

As Thine angels how before Thee. 
So on earth Thy will be done.” 


Reading: The Te Deum. 
Hymn: “Let us with a gladsome mind, . . .’ 


_ Prayer: “Creator of life and light, we bless Thee 
cor the beauty of Thy world. For sunshine and 
Flowers, for clouds and stars, for the first radiance 
of dawn and the last glow of sunset. We thank 
Thee for physical joys, for games and strength to 
enjoy them. For music and beauty and friendships, 
ror homes and the love of our mothers, fathers, 
sisters and brothers, for teachers, our pastor, for 
the people who do things for us daily in shops and 
ttores, for those who govern our community affairs 
and work for our safety and well-being hourly 
through the day and night. 

“We offer special prayers for those who are 
olaced in positions of authority in this community, 
the state, and in national affairs, and ask Thy guid- 
ance and direction for them, continually, so Thy 
will may be their guiding star; we ask Thy love 
and care for the thousands of young men who have 
deen called upon to serve their country in time of 
peril, so each and every one of them may be dedi- 
cated to the task which Thou hast in store for each 
one of them. 

“Grant, Our Heavenly Father, that we may do 
Thy will through our every act, in homes, schools, 
sa contact with others in our daily routines, and 
lead us along the path of life and service for whiche 
Thou hast created us. 

“We ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 


The Lord’s Prayer: By Junior Choir. 
“All that’s good and great and 


_ Responsive Reading: (Preferably a dedica- 
to the aims and ideals for which youth is 
riving). 
: 
$ 
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WORN 


Dedication Hymn: By Junior church mem- 
bers, led by Junior Choir. 


“As Thou, Lord, hast lived for others, 
So may we for others live; 

Freely have Thy gifts been granted, 
Freely may Thy servants give. 

Thine the gold and Thine the silver, 
Thine the wealth of land and sea, 

We but stewards of Thy bounty, 
Held in solemn trust for Thee.” 


Offertory: (Funds to be applied toward work 
of Junior Church, to be announced by Junior 
Church member, and another member to offer 
offertory prayer, and later a thanksgiving 
prayer for the right use of the funds as de- 
signed by Almighty God, to Whom all things 
belong). 


Reading: Psalm 148, responsively. 

Hymn: “All things praise Thee Lord most 
high.” 

Story Sermon: (Preferably one illustrating 
how we become aware of the presence of God 
in our lives, if we permit His coming by keep- 
ing our minds and hearts open to Him.) 

Hymn: “Now thank we all our God... .” 


Prayer: “Heavenly Father, we lift our hearts to 
Thee in praise and thanksgiving for the privilege 
of gathering here in Thy Name to tell Thee of our 
needs, receive Thy forgiveness for our wrongdoing, 
and renew our strength for the coming hours, 
when each one of us is faced with dangers and 
temptations of which we may at this time have no 
understanding. Heavenly Father, give us courage 
and determination to place our hands in Thine, 
and walk forward with the assurance that all things 
are possible to Thee. Help us to receive the pres- 
ence and leadership of the Holy Spirit in carrying 
out Thy will for each and every one present here. 
We ask in Thy Name. Amen.” 


Choir: “Let all things their Creator bless 
And worship him in humbleness, 
O praise Him, Allciuia, Z 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One, 
O praise Him, Alleluia.” 
Benediction: By the Pastor. 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty. . . .” 
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TEN RULES For EFFECTIVE PRAYER 


1. Set aside a few minutes to be alone and 
quiet. Relax body, mind and spirit. 

2. Talk to God simply and naturally, telling 
Him everything that is on your mind; you do 
not have to use formal words and phrases. Talk 
to Him in your own language. He under- 
stands it. 

3. Practice talking to God as you go about 
the business of the day. On the subway or bus, 
or at your desk, close your eyes for just a mo- 
ment. 

4. Affirm the fact that God is with you and 
helping you. Do not always beseech God, ask- 
ing him for a blessing, but affirm the fact that 
He is blessing you. 

5. Pray with the thought that your prayers 
reach out instantly over land and sea, and 
throw their protection around your loved ones, 
and also surround them with God’s love. 

6. Think positive, not—negative thoughts 
when you pray. 

7. Always state in your prayer that you are 
willing to accept God’s will, whatever it is. 

8. In your prayer simply put everything in 
God’s hands. Pray for strength to do your best, 
and with confidence leave the rest to God. 

9. Say a word of prayer for people who do 
not like you or have treated you badly. This 
will help to release tremendous power in you. 

10. At some time during the day say a prayer 
for our country, for the President, and for the 
armed forces, and ask for victory and a lasting 


peace. —Norman Vincent Peale 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


(This Service outline is suitable for any 
Memorial occasion, at any time of the — 
Church year, with slight changes or ad- 
‘tions ,regarding special observances.) 


Organ: “Marche Militaire’—Sousa. 
Invocation: 
“O Praise the Lord, all ye nations; 

Laud Him, all ye-peoples. 

For His mercy is great toward us; 

And the truth of the Lord endureth for. 

ever. 

Praise ye the Lord.’”’ Psalm 117. 
Hymn: “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 
Flag Salute: (Military or Boy Scouts). 


Silent Prayer: (Followed by Lord's Prayer.) 


~ Hymn: “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 
Psalm 23: (responsively.) 


Reading of the names on Service Honor Roll. 
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If community service, community roll, i 
Church service, names on parish honor roll 
Candles lighted for each service man, as name; 
are read (if indoor service). Large candles fo: 
gold star names. 

Pastor: ‘What mean ye by this service?’ 
Exodus 12:26. 


The Feast of the Passover was the great memoria 
of Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage. Th 
meaning of ‘the Memorial is passed on from om 
generation to another, instilling in each generation 
profound reverence for the Memorial. 

With the annual recurrence of Memorial Day is 
our national life, we call to mind the great struggle 
for human freedom in which we as a nation hav 
participated. For a united nation of sovereign states 
we must pause to salute the brave men who gavi 
their lives for this cause. In tribute to veterans © 
our civil strife, Rev. John A. Hainer said, “Fo 
what we are in the greatness and glory of a Unite: 
Republic, we are indebted to you. The chastisemen 
of our peace was upon you, and by your stripes w 
are healed. Your vicarious sufferings have deliveres 
us from the pangs of death; you carried the spea 
that we might carry the pruning hook, wielded th 
sword that we might guide the ploughshare. In ob 
serving this Memorial Day, we observe in you a mor 
practical, tangible, real memorial of the value am 
heroism, of the hardships and self-sacrifice, of th 
unstinted patriotism which this day commemorates, 

These are memories of wars, confined to the fight 
ing front. While the exigencies of war still call fo 
the youth of our nation to leave shops, stores, school 
offices and farms, to offer time, strength, limb an 
lives upon a new altar in defense of Freedom, yet= 
today’s gigantic, earth-enveloping struggle has fe 
quired equal if not greater suffering and hardship 
on the part of civilians by the hundreds of thou 
sands in stricken lands,—bombings, race extermin 
tions, concentration camps, slave labor, hostages— 


¥ 


numbers too great to comprehend. That we as : 
nation have been saved from this punishment is caus 
for individual and national thanksgiving. Our grat 
tude to God for His protection should translate itse 
into vosenene effort 2 do our part in bringing t 
war to a close as rapidly as possibl ing 
he will of Gok ee ee 

As civilians, we know little of weariness of marct 
being footsore, thirsty, famished, lonely, wo&nded 
ill; dirt, mud, filth, noises of battle, explosions tha 
rock the earth, pain of gas burns, burning tanks 
exploding and burning planes. Our duties lie i 
sympathetic and unending support of the men wi 
do experience these things; willingness to understat 
their needs upon returning to civilian life; gratef 
and generous support of organizations like the Re 
Cross, whose aim is to minister to every need ¢ 
the men at the front and returned from ‘battle ar 
beyond this—the willingness to measure up to th 
ideals of freedom for which so much is being offeres 
Not idealistic generalities, unworkable in a practice 
world, but down-to-earth good-will among men. ~ 


Hymn: “God of our Fathers.” = 
Prayer: (for those engaged in battle, fe 
aching hearts left behind, for strength and wi 
dom to do our part, according to the will ; 


God). 
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He is his 
own, and God’s and man’s, not mine alone. 


He was not mine to give. He gave himself 
that he might help to save all that a Christian 
should revere, all that enlightened men hold 
ear. 

Hymn: “America, America.” 

Benediction. 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy. . . .” 

Organ: ‘Festal March” —Kroeger. 


=xpediency and Freedom 


uke 22:26. “and the leader a servant.” 

These are days of conscription, proscription 
ind restriction all right. And now the preacher 
ss advised that the “question—to be or not to 

”—in bed at a “reasonable” hour—is hardly 
vithin the province of his pulpit homiletics. 
nd since the age of smart sophisticates (both 
young and old) has arrived—it stamps its feet, 
vaises its voice and vents its wrath against so- 
called “Mother Grundy” censors, boarding- 
school proctors and those “professional joy- 
xillers’—the much dubbed “antiquarian and 
antedeluvian” preacher! Well, Dr. J. O. Wat- 
son of Columbus is a “medic,” a member of the 
‘American Osteopathic Association. He and his 
Souncil on Defense urges that the “curfew be 
applied nationally to everyone not at work or 
otherwise on duty!” He recognizes that recre- 
ation and relaxation are essential in war times 
as in peace times, but late hours and midnight 
revelling, which sap the energy and ability to 
think clearly, have no place in a nation which 
now must devote every effort to achieve vic- 
tory.” The Doctor is not directing his remarks 
to Juniors in the Primary Department specif- 
ically but to us ALL. “Lights out by mid- 
night,” he said, “‘would improve health, reduce 
malnutrition, release more physicians for the 
military, lessen industrial and motor accidents, 
conserve electricity, gasoline and heating fuels, 
and reduce delinquency and crime.” Does not 
this suggest that many of our so-called “little” 
and “isolated” acts and indulgences are after 
all, really “‘somebody’s concern.” Paul in I Cor. 
10:23-24 packs many treatises concerning free- 
dom. We quote Goodspeed’s Translation: “We 
are free to do anything, but not everything is 
good for us. We are free to do anything, but 
not everything builds up character. No one 
should look -after his own advantage, but after 
that of his neighbor.” In another place, I Cor. 
& 
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8:10-13, Paul expresses deep concern over some 
persons who have “oversensitive consciences.” 
He would not “eat meat, if, in eating it my 
brother falls.” And still he can justly claim 
to be “‘a free man.” Such “freedom” did not: 
make of Paul, a crank nor an original charter 
member of any Blue Law Society. 


The Re-Discovery of Self 


‘And Moses said unto God, Who am I that I 
should go unto Pharaoh.” Ex. 3:11. 


Two widely read books of late years, in their 
widely different approach, emphasize the im- 
portance of this/question, asked by Moses— 
Man the Unknown, by Dr. Carrel, and The Re- 
discovery of Man by Dr. Link. And these same 
volumes thoughtfully read, help us to answer 
that same question. 


I. They help us to rediscovery because they 
consider life seriously, and stimulate self exam- 
ination; even as the ancient Greek sages in their 
slogan “Know thyself.” In this introspective 
practice they reach the conclusion of the Psalm- 
ist “Fearfully and Wonderfully made (Ps. 
139:14) therefore having boundless possibilities 
—‘Partakers of the divine nature” (II Peter 
1:4) with Jesus Christ’s aid “Children of God” 
(John 1:12). 


II. Discovery comes in facing enlarged re- 
sponsibility: e.g. Moses, from shepherd to states- 
man and prophet. Especially if God is taken 
into the plan. That was “holy ground” where 
the human Shepherd recognized the nearness of 
the Divine. 

III. Self must unfold in unselfish service: 
Self forgetfulness in a larger cycle. “He that 
loseth his life saveth it.” Simon became Peter 
in turning from his fishing boat to his evangel. 

I am not I until the morning breaks: 


Not I until eternal conscience wakes. 
Washington, leaving the restful vales of Mount 
Vernon; Lincoln, saying farewell to neighbors 


at Springfield. One man and God are a major- 
ity. —Claude R. Shaver. 


Bulletin Board 
Wisdom never comes unasked and no virtue 


remains unurged. 

He who has received a kindness should tell 
it abroad. 

The saloon is the only business ashamed of 
its best customer. 

Use of spare time makes or mars your life. 

Lies are the coward’s defense. 

It is no disgrace to fail in doing something; 
doing nothing is. 
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STRENGTHENING HOME TIES 


**Abrabam gave all that be had unto 
Isaac.** Gen. 25:5. And the Lord ape 
peared unto Isaac saying ‘I am the 
God of Abrabam thy father...’ and he 
builded an altar there, and called up- 
on the name of the Lord. Gen26:24-25. 


One of the famous American paintings is 
Hovenden’s “Breaking Home Ties”; the scene 
portrayed being that of the eldest son depart- 
ing from parents in the family sitting room. 
Our text suggests the other side of parental 
ties which may be strengthened to the extent 
that separations may not sever, or even weaken 
them, unhappily. 


I Fatherlf Sympathy and Comradeship 
opens channels of intercourse over which 
may pass impressive examples of honesty, 
charity and Faith in God. Recall Abra- 
ham’s faith, on Moriah, “God will pro- 
vide . . . the lamb.” (2) Relations of con- 
fidence and trust open intimate revelations 
through which advice can be imparted 
and mistaken tendencies corrected. 


Il Family religion has lasting foundations. 
Isaac “digged deeper” than his father; 
as young folk these days must do. His 
approaches to God were not actually the 
same; but some of the same altar stones 
were used. Adaptations in religion are 
allowable. 

III Home ties are more elastic these days; 
they need not be severed. Mail and tele- 
phone contacts extend home influences 
very much farther. Memory ties reach 
even farther; as with Linceln, Frances 
Willard, and Jane Addams. 


Men at Mid-Week Service 


Once upon a time I was sitting in my study 
preparing for the week-night prayer-meeting 
when my telephone rang. It proved to be a 
message from one of my official members who 
desired to see me a few minutes before meet- 
ing. His real purpose was to keep me from 
going to the service too soon. When I entered 
with him the Men’s Class, half a hundred 
strong, were standing to greet me, each with a 
singing book in his hand and a welcoming smile 
on his face. That was their surprise party for 
the pastor. They continued to come as a group 
all through the season and beyond, leading the 
singing and boosting the service. They were 
just plain, busy men, but they could sing a 
little and help much and that was their group 
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offering. As a result, the attendance at praye 


meeting doubled, tripled, and quadrupled a 


the whole church felt the spiritual lift of it. 
—Raymond H. Hus 


GOD’S HOUSE 

**God builds no churches. By his plan 

That Jabor has been left to man. 
No spires miraculously arise; 
No little mission from the skies 

Falls on the bleak and barren place 

To be a source of strength and grace. 
The humblest church demands its price 
In human toil and sacrifice. 


“Men call the Church the House of God, 
Toward which the toil-stained pilgrims trod 
In search of strength and rest and hope, 

As blindly through life’s mists they grope. 
And there God dwells, but it is man 
Who builds that House and draws its plan; 
Pays for the mortar and the stone 
That none need seek for God alone. 


“The humblest spire in mortal ken 
Where God abides was built by men. 

And if the church is still to grow, 

Is still the light of hope to throw ; 
Across the valley of despair, : 
Men still must build God’s House of Prayer. 

God sends no churches from the skies. 


Out of our hearts they must arise.” E 
—Edgar A. Guest 


Granted that such is true, when the church 
finished and when we solemnly dedicate it 
Him, it becomes His. Always must it. be 
holy place. Into this sanctuary we should con 
as into a Holy of Holies. As we enter upt 
a Sabbath morning unholy whispering is out | 
place. Out of place is joking by ushers in tl 
narthex. This is God’s house. ; 
This is His Home. Once we have invite 
Him to come here and dwell, God lives with 
these holy precincts. Ours it remains to mi 
ister at the altar, to keep it clean and beautift 
to make it a place of quietness and peace. B 
this is God’s house, His holy temple. 


“I think God loves new temples built to Him _ 
And watches as each stone is laid on stone, 
And smiles to see them laid so straight and true, 
Lifting the strong wide walls to heaven's blue. - 
And when the carpenters have done with them, 
And each new church stands finished and alone, 
When dusk sifts violet shadows through the gla 

(See Second Column, page 328 
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TEXT: ’*As one thinketh in his heart, 
so is be?* Prov. 23:7 


NTRODUCTION: The Rev. James Allen 
prefaces his book, ‘*tAs a Man Thinketh,” 
with these provocative words: “The aphor- 


ism, ‘As one thinketh in his heart, so is he,’ - 


not only embraces the whole of a man’s being, 
but is so comprehensive as to reach every 
condition and circumstance of his life. A man 


is literally what he thinks, his character be- 


ing the complete whole of all his thoughts. *’ 
What we think that we are, escape it, we can- 
not. We may not be what we think we are, but 
- what we think that we are. Becoming what we 
- think is about as true a principle as the eter- 


-nallaw of sowing and reaping. Character may 


be well summed up in this sequence: first, 
sense impressions, second, thinking, third, 
acting, and fourth, becoming or character.- 
This includes all that a manis or may hope 
to become. 


I. Man Possesses the Key to What He May 
Become. The mind of man possesses the pow- 
erto become a saint or a devil. A noble and 
Christ-like character is not a product of —— 


chance, luck or favoritism, but rather the con- 


tinued effort in thinking of the true, the noble, 
and the good, blessed with the association of 
Christ-like people. The rebel poet, Walt Whit- 
man in his poem, ‘‘Blue Ontario’’, contends 
that ‘‘nothing is sinful to us outside of what 
appears. We are beautiful or sinful in oursel- 
_ves.’’ It is heartening to know that we pos- 
sess the secret key to be masters of oursel- 
ves, moulders of our characters, and deter- 
miners of our destinies. 


_ A man’s mind may be compared to a garden, 
when fertilized, seeded, and cultivated, —it 


Pastor of Methodist Church, Tacoma, Wash. 
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will produce bountifully, but if neglected, the 
weeds take over and crowd out the vegetable- 
producing plants. If the mind is planted with 
good seeds of purpose and purity, it will pro- 
duce fruit, ‘‘thirty, sixty, and one hundred — 
fold.’’ Man is therefore the gardener and reap- 
er of his own life. Character is not built with 
chance, luck or breaks, but by the unceasing 
searching and seeking for the prize of the 
high calling in Christ Jesus! 


There is a divinity in each of us, that seeks 
to shape our ends, rough hewn though it may - 
be, jBut the shaping is dependent mainly up- 
on the cooperation of the self within. Man is 
freed or shackeled by his willingness or un- 
willingness in letting God have his way with 
him. We frequently observe people seeking to 
improve an evil environment, and at the same 
time not willing to improve their evil lives 
within. 

Some people believe that God not only pun- 
ishes the wicked but also the righteous as 
well, Old Job suffered for the cause of righte- 
ousness, and his socalled friends tried to 
convince him that he was suffering for his 
own sins, but Job firmly denied such accusa- 
tions. It is true that no one escapes suffer- 
ing whether good or bad. Even good men suf- 
fer for intemperate living, however, the wick - 
ed pays the greater penalty for wrong doing. 
Suffering in either case proves that the indivi- 
dual is out of harmony with himself and the 
laws of nature which he has broken. On the 
other hand suffering does have its value in 
purging and purifying the soul of its sinful 
impurities. Pater confirms this thought by 
saying, “‘But the God of all grace, who hath 
called us to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after you have suffered awhile, make you per- 
fect, establish, strengthen, settle you.” 


Indigence and indulgence may well be call - 
ed the twin brothers of wretchedness, since 
the need often seeks to justify the end sought, 
whether justly or unjustly. A man cannot be 
healthy, happy, and successful until there is 
complete unity of the soul, mind, and body. 
With proper restoration of the inner life, Outer 
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circumstances adjust themselves accordingly. 
Man needs to know that the universe is friend- 
ly and. cooperative. His troubles come when 
he runs counter to the laws of God that govern 
him and the universe. The Rev. James Allen 
portrays to us this well-adjusted life: 


**You will be what you will to be; 
Let failures find its false content 
In that poor word, ‘environment’, 
But spirit scorns it, and is free. 


It masters time, it conquers space, 

It cows that boastful trickster, Chance, 
And bids the tyrant Circumstance 
Uncrown, and fill a servant’s place. 


The human will, that force unseen, 
The offspring of a deathless soul, 
Can hew a way to any goal, 

Though walls of granite intervene. 


Be not impatient in delay, 

But wait as one who understands, 
When spirit rises and commands, 
The gods are ready to obey.” 


While inheritance, environment, and righte- 
ousness play an important part in one’s life — 
the dominant factor in his life is what he wills 
to become. 


II. THE POWER OF THOUGHT ON 
HEALTH AND THE BODY. 


Thought produced by one or more of the 
five senses makes its impression on the sen- 
sitive lens of the mind which Sends messen- 
gers of action to the members of the body 
effected. For example some one offers you a 
luscious Stark’s Delicious apple. Three mem- 
bers of the body enter into the act. The sense 
of taste desires it, the eyes behold it, and the 
physical arm reaches to possess it. 


There seems to be but little doubt that — 
disease and health are deeply rooted in the 
thought life. A sickly thought may effect some 
organism of the body while a pure thought,-. 
gives physical morale to the entire body. Je- 
sus spoke about the impurity of the thought 
life in the adulterer. Adultery in the Old Tes- 
tament was the physical act,but Jesus said 
for a man to look upon a woman and lust after 
her had committed adultery already in his 
heart. Jesus made the physical act of adul- 


tery and the thought life of an adulterer one 
and the same. 


There are many instances of people sudden - 
ly seized with deadly fear dropped dead in 
their tracks as if hit with a bullet. Those 
people who live in fear of some communical 
disease are most apt to become victims of 
such disease. If the truth were really known, 
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those people, possessing an impure and poi: 
soned blood stream, have an impure thought 
stream. The secret to a clean body and a 
clean life is clean thoughts. Many of us need 
to pray with the Psalmist, “‘Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.” 


People who harbor evil thoughts cannot - 
hope to improve their lives by a change of 
environment. The old proverb, “‘the dog is 
turned to his vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire’’, 
holds as true with man as it does with ani- 
mals. Cleanliness of the body is important, 
but cleanliness of the thought life is VAST- 
LY MORE IMPORTANT! 


[know a young woman of 96-years, and an 
old man of 30-years. This young woman 
has a sweet, radiant, and innocent face in 
its natural beauty. A grand-daughter said 
to her, ‘‘Grandma, I would almost give my 
life to possess so lovely a face as you do.” 
‘*‘Dearie’’, answered the graceful woman, ‘‘it 
has taken most of my life in living for God, 
and humanity to develop my countenance.” 


E. Stanley Jones, in his book, ‘‘Christian 
Maturity’’, relates several examples of peo- 
ple who were sick in body because they were 
sick mentally. A doctor said to a minister, 
‘‘! have taken out a part of this man’s stom- 
ach, but unless you do something for him, 
he’ll be back and [| can’t take out any more 
ofhis stomach.” Wrong thinking had crea- 
ted stomach ulcers which no operation could 
remedy. 


Ina Guaquil hospital of Ecuador, a Boa 
Constrictor snake slithered its way through 
an open window of the hospital. The snake 
although harmless was more frightened by 
the screams of the patients .han the patients 
themselves. Many of the patients unable to 
run out of the building because paralyzed 
with fear. 

Another example is that of an Indian wom- 
an who had undergone an operation. The next 
day after the operation she had convulsions 
and her temperature ran up to 105 degrees. 
The hospital doctors were puzzled after an 
examination which showed her perfectly nor- 
mal in other ways, The nurse, however, con- 
fided to them the the patient went into cons 
vulsions to see if her husband really loved 
her, and whether or not her relatives really | 
cared, Abnormal thinking had produced her 
unusual actions. We cannot harbour fears,re- 
sentment, and self-centeredness and think 
that nothing will happen to our bodies, A 
recent study conducted by the National As- 
sociation for mental Health claimed there 
are more people in mental hospitals than 
all other hospitals combined. The best phy- 
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‘sician for alleviating the ills of the body is 
‘to think clean thoughts and live holy lives 
‘for God and others. For many of our troub- 
Iles we can be our own physician in finding 
ia remedy, 


High and noble purposes in life are defin- 
lite deterrents to worries, fears, physical - 
eailments, and self-pity. A man without a pur- 
gpose in life is like a derelict ship at sea, 
‘drifting with the winds and waves with no 
‘certain destination. We need the purpose of 
ia Daniel who refused to defile his body with 
ithe king’s wines and meats. 


“*‘Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone, 
Dare to have a purpose true, dare to make 
it known,” 


THE WISDOM OF THE 


CROSS 


AARON Nw. MECKEL 


‘TEXT: 1 Cor. 1:23-24 "*The wisdom of the 
Cross.”’ 

CCASION ALLY one meets the person who 

() is utterly impatient with this Message of 

the Cross. ‘‘In Heaven’s name!’’ 

tests such a one: ‘‘Why don’t you preachers - 

get away from the gory gloominess of crosses, 

crucifixions, and sacrifices! There is enough 

of gloom and terror in the world as itis !’’ And 

this person seems almost to suspicion one of 
a sadist complex! 


Most of you will, I trust, have the reply to 
this impatient expression close at hand. This 


generation which despises crosses as being 
“*hloody”’ is all too prone to flee the grim 

realities of life, rather than tq face them. We 
shan’t cure the terrible ills of our corporate 
or individual lives by spraying rose-water 
on them, no matter how delicious its scent! 

It is the Cross and only the Cross, which 
gets tucked down under our deepest needs 
and heals them. That Cross is not a trinket 
but a Power and a Reality! God’s infinite 
wisdom is revealed in the Cross of Christ. 
“‘Christ only succeeded once in public, and 
that was when He was crucified,’’insisted 
old Ian MacClaren. Then together let us look 
First Congregational Church 
‘St. Petersburg, Florida 
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are challenging words of one of our poets. 


CONCLUSION: As a man thinketh seems 
to boil down to these thoughts: sense im- 
pressions produce thoughts, thoughts pro - 
duce actions, and actions produce charac - 
ter. As we think, so we will become. Paul, 
in one of his Philippian letters enunciates-- 
these virtues as the secret of a happy, peace- 
ful, and contented life: ‘‘Whatsoever things- 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report; if there be — 
any virtue, if there be any praise, THINK on 
THESE THINGS.” 


at the Cross of our Redeemer and leamof its 
precious wisdom. 


I. Look at the Cross and behold what God 

is like. We preach Christ crucified for there- 
in is revealed the wisdom of God. THEREIN! 
Christianity is not a pretty legend spuriously 
woven about a mystic symbol, elegantly writ - 
ten up and to be sonorously chanted in Church, 
Sundays! NO! It is the business of a great re- 
ligion to come to grips with all of life, to off- 
er an enlightening interpretation of it, and an 
adequate dynamic for the LIVING OF IT! The 
Cross somehow does just that It lets us in 
onthe heart of God. When we look to Moses 
and the Ten Commandments, we learn of the 
stern justice of God. His universe is law 
abiding. But now look off from Mount Sinai 
to Mount Calvary, and we know that God is 
far more than law and justice. He is LOVE 
and MERCY, too. There is a remarkable- 
painting in an old art gallery in Europe. It 
is a painting of the Crucifixion. First one 
is aware only of that‘‘Strange Man upon the 
Cross.”’ But remain there a while in worship 
and adoration and a dim Figure rises in the 
background. Just behind the Son there is the 
Father. And the nails are driven into His 
hands and through His feet and into His Heart. 
And we come to know that ‘‘the ALL-KNOW- 
ING is the ALL-LOVING, too.’’ The Cross 
on Calvary becomes a window through which 
we can look into the heart of God! 


Il. Moreover, in the Cross of Christ is re- 
vealed the tragic nature of Man’s unworthi- 
ness and the cost of our redemption to God, 
from that unworthiness. [t is the Divine Wis- 
dom of the Cross that somehow cleanses us 
of the bad while it wondrously releases the 
good in us. 

Through the Cross of His Son, God re- 
minds us that this is a universe which is 
moral at the heart of it ! The retinue of hor- 
rid sins which put Christ to death is alive, 
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and rampant in the world today! THE CRU- 
CIFIXION TAKES PLACE ON MAIN STREET 
EVERY DAY! The same egreediness which 
inheres in the selfish organization of our 
economic life, hatred and fiendish brutali- 
ty which massacres innocent people from the 
air in war, the uncharitableness and love- 
lessness crouching at the heart of our schis- 
matic Christianity. Judas who went truant 
and betrayed Jesus! Peter who turnedcoward, 
and denied Him! Caiaphas who in his priest - 
ly pride allowed the mercenaries to spit on 
Him and mistreat Him! Pilate who played 
politics and allowed them to take Him away 
against his own better judgment! They are- 
all here — these sins and those who commit 
them—and may be found to some degree in 
every conglomeration of folk. 


‘‘Were YOU there when they crucified my 
my Lord? When He never said a mumbling- 
word ?”” 

Yes, there is something in the Cross that 
condemns the hollowness and hypocrisy in 
my life! Condemns it — and thank God, re- 
moves it! How graphically Bunyan portrays — 
that removal in his Pilgrim’s Progress. It’s 
when Pilgrim, weary and heavy-laden, climbs 
a steep ascent called Calvary, that he comes 
in sight of a wooden Cross. And as he, in 
faith, fixes his eyes and heart on that Cross 
that heavy burden of defeat and sin drops- 
from his back. And Pilgrim pursues his jour- 
ney to the Celestial City an unfettered man. 

Ill. Again, kneel reverently at the foot of 
the Cross and leam the Divine Art of forgiv- 
ing others, even as God in the Crucified Je- 
sus Christ forgives you and me! Don’t ever 
take your eyes off the Cross when you re- 
peat those sacred words, “And forgive us 
OUR debts as WE forgive our debtors ”’ lest 
they become hollow mockery. It’s right at 
this point—The ACHILLE’S TENDON in- 
the armor of the average Christian — that 
this grim, gaunt Symbol stalks forward to 
crucify thé accumulated resentments — and 
putrifying hatreds that choke the Godliness 
in hearts otherwise free. ‘‘Lord, how often 
shall I forgive my brother? Seven times? 
— and Peter congratulates himself on his 
Christian liberality. ‘‘Not seven, but seven- 
ty times seven times-” replies His Lord,- 
and Peter hangs his head in shame. Ah, yes! 
Just try it YOURSELF, not seventy times, 
only once! Try to forgive the person who 
slandered your own good name! The one who 
let you down at the last, leaving an awful- 
resentment in your heart, that seems to blot 
out any sign of reconciliation! The one who 
stole the happiness you had planned for your 
life, leaving you standing like a lonely, — 
stripped tree, against the sky! You'll find, if 
you really try it out, that this business of 
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forgiving others isn’t to be done through hu 
man strength alone. It takes the BLEEDING 
POWER and WISDOM of that gaunt CROSS 
STANDING in the midst of the other two a 
Calvary ! 

A young Turk in a war hospital marvelled 
at the kindness and courtesy of an armenian 
nurse who attended him. One day he dare¢ 
ask her concerning the light in her face, 
She told him the story of what she had beer 
through, A day when members of his ows 
race came to her home in Armenia, wrapped: 
carpets about her father and brothers, threw 
them on trucks and taking them to the edge 
of the city, put them to death. At this poini 
a startled look came into the face of the Turk 
‘was the one who ran a bayonet through 
your father!’’ he said, and with head sunk 
onhis breast, he dared not to think of ask- 
ing her forgiveness. The heart of that Ar. 
menian nurse cringed with a feeling of de 
sire for revenge that was only human. Just 
a bit of poison in a bit of broth, and —the 
score would be even. But then, being a Chris. 
tian, that nurse saw a mental picture of a 
Man bearing a great Cross to a lonely Hill. 
There He hung with a Crown of thorns prick- 
ing His forehead and nails through hands and 
feet. And a Voice lifted itself above that. 
scene of hatred and cruelty to say, Father, 
forgive, forgive! They know not what they 
do! And that Christian girl, that Armenian, 
turned to her father’s assassin and said, ‘In 
the Name and for the sake of the Crucified, 
I forgive you!’’I need not tell you that this 
Turk became a Christian! And that woman- 
is perhaps the most radiant member on the 
staff of Riverside Church in New York City! 
And to think that we hesitate to forgive our 
lesser injuries! The shame of the Cross be 
upon us if we do hesitate ! 3 

IV. Finally, there is a Divine Wisdom in 
the Cross which teaches us how to bear the 
many losses and sorrows of life, vicarious 
ly! I stopped by the bedside of a disparaged 
person in one of our big lonely city hospi 
tals the other day. Not sickness but disapl 
pointment was crushing out that heart. “‘ Are 
you giving up the fight?” asked. And —] 
told that person of the Cross, and color seem- 
ed to return to that haggard face. We hear a 
lot about what life does to us. But the Cross 
teaches us WHAT — with the help of the Cru 
cified — WE CAN DO TO LIFE! . 

Just as there is a power in the Cross that 
can sublimate the rawest passions into the 
finest Christian graces, so that same power 
can sanctify the ills of life until it is the 
GREATEST SUFFERERS WHOM WE KNOW 
TO BE THE MOST CHRIST-LIKE CHARAG 
TERS. A mother who has lost a son in the 
war, but who now dedicates her life for the 
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sause of positive peace that other mothers’ 

cons need not lie in Flanders’ Field. A 

coman denied the blessing of children, but 
tho cares for the children of others, or works 
per life away in social settlement work! A 

jtinted.crippled body, yes, but a mind and 

eeart so alert, that Niagara wonders are seen 
bhrough the plainest of invalid’s windows 
\.ife sends EVERY ONE OF US, sooner or 
pater, through the same door with its losses 
and crosses, We may refuse and rebel against 
tur allotment, and have our hearts tumed in- 
no the bitter gall of the cynic. Or in the spir. 
t of Him who was made ‘perfect through- 
uffering’’, we may accept our share of Life’s 
lls , thank God for our share in His redemp- 
jive program,and become Christ-like. There 
ywas a man who had often heard his minister 
ireach about the Cross. He thought it to be 
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| ps are always important but not quite 


so important as now when sorrow has 

come to us and our hearts are heavy. A 
minister friend was once asked by one of 
1is members who had lost his wife, ‘‘Has 
sod anything to say now?’’ We do not know 
what the answer was but be assured the words 
were kindly and helpful because that is the 
mly thing our Christianity knows,— — to be 
aelpful ! 

God is speaking all the time! Every Sun- 
jay he speaks through the ritual of the church. 
‘ts hymns and prayers, its psalms and general 
Scriptures, all the items that make up a ser- 
vice of worship. And he speaks through the 
sastor and the sermon. In this holy hour he 
is speaking through this occasion of assem - 
bled neighbors and friends, sacred music and 

owers. It has its own eloquence. It speaks 
oe itself. 


_ Awriter in the Pulpit gives us the story 
about a marble bench on a college campus, 
presented by a graduating class of a previ- 
pus year. Engraved on it is this inscription: 
“To those who sit here rejoicing and to those 
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sound doctrine — NO MORE. One day death 
stalked into his home and took away his on- 
ly son. Straightway that father bestrode the 
study of his pastor, took him almost gruffly- 
by the arm and asked, ‘‘Where was God when 
my son died?’’ But that pastor had learned 
the art of comfort through many summers, 

and winters, So he fixed deep eyes on his 
grief-stricken parishioner and said softly, 

“‘Just where He was WHEN HIS OWN SON 

DIED."’ There in the great calm of Calvary, 
that man learned a lesson so many have 
learned: How to handle vicariously the losses, 
and sorrows of life, 

“Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
by the Cross are sanctified. Peace is there, 
that knows no measure, Joy that through all 
time abides,”’ 

And to know that Joy and that Peace is to 
know the WISDOM OF THE CROSS! 
who sit here lamenting. And sympathy! So 
have we done in our time,” 

One can imagine a student stopping to rest, 
the writer continues. Perhaps he is the recip- 
ient of some honor. As he walks away from 
the bench, still elated, he turns and reads 
the inscription and he knows that his experi- 
ence has been shared by others who have 
gone before him. Or it may be a student who 
has met failure. One who has experienced 
disappointment. Perhaps he did not pass an 
examination. Perhaps he lost a friend. Again 
there is the inscription and reading it, he 
feels better because he knows that his experi- 
ence is not new in the story of mankind. He 
is comforted by the sympathy of those who 
have gone before him. 

Our mood today is a mixture of triumphs, 
and defeats. Emotions are blénded. That is 
life! In this hour there need be no lament. We 
can rejoice that a noble companion shared - 
life with us. A very fine person has dwelt in 
our home, has attended our church, has done 
business in our town, has walked up and down 
our streets. Death cannot destroy such values. 
He still walks, this time by sight, not by 
faith. He no longer looks through a glass, 
DARKLY, but FACE to FACE! 

To a minister congregations may not al- 
ways be as large as he would have them. Not 
for his own sake but for the CAUSE he repre- 
sents. For this minister a congregation is 
never small. He sees from his pulpit a com- 
posite picture of men and women who through 
the years have been faithful, ‘true-hearted , 
loyal because they loved the Lord and His 
Gospel. How right Paul was when he declared 
that we are compassed about by a great cloud- 
of witnesses, What a beautiful picture is — 
given to us in the Book of Revelation. A 
white throne and a multitude about it! Those 
who have come out of the great tribulation. 
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Beyond night! Beyond Death! Beyond tears! 
We are not wishing them back! We are plan- 
ning to GO WHERE THEY ARE! A\lI the let- 
ters we write are brief but the postscripts 
are ETERNAL! 


So in this hallowed atmosphere, in these 
sacred premises, we are resting on the promi- 
ses. We have opened again the Book and have 
pondered the Scriptures. We have listened to 
our organist and the music has flowed through 
our souls. We have sung with the Psalmist ! 
We have gazed upon the floral tributes and 
marveled at the miracle of creation.God gives 
us so much color, beauty, fragrance ! Con- 
sider the life resident in all these blooms. 
Man can imitate! Man can copy! Only God 
creates ! 

We have entered into the adventure of neigh- 
borliness. We have invoked our sanity in an— 
hour freighted with sadness. We have opened 
our minds and hearts for the Christian mes- 
sage of hope and comfort. This is what we 
need. We need it all ! It is all we need! 


We read together the Twenty-Third Psalm. 
“Yea though I walk through the valley of — 
the shadow..” The big word is THROUGH. 
We emerge out of the dark into the light. 


There is a fine story built around this poe- 
try of David. A group of people were gathered 
in a certain home. There were some notables 
present. One of them was a famous actor — 
known for his splendid rendition of the clas- 
sics. One asked him to recite the 23rd-Psalm. 
He responded and read in his perfect way.It 
was a marvellous recital. Tone perfect, dic- 
tion clear, with a grace of body and gesture. 
He did what a tested man of the drama was 
expected to do. When he had finished he had 
an inspiration. He walked across the room to 
an elderly clergyman, and said, ‘‘Sir, now 
won’t you recite the 23rd-Psalm for us?” 
The minister hesitated. How would he com- 
pare with the celebrated Thespian ? 


All in the room begged him to recite.Gra- 
ciously and humbly he consented. He had 
lived with these people for many years#He 
had married, baptised, buried. He knew their 
‘lives and spiritual problems. He loved his 
people and they loved their pastor. Inhis 
simple way he recited. His reading was not 
like the actor’s. But the words flowed out 
of his soul. When he had finished a deep and 
meaningful silence settled in the room. Then 
the actor with dimmed eyes walked over and 
took both his hands in his own two hands and 
said, ‘‘Sir, I know the Psalm but you know 
the SHEPHERD.’ 

To know the shepherd in these tumultous 
times is what really counts. May it countin 
this holy hour. 

John Ruskin said, ‘‘Of all the pulpits from 
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which the human voice is ever sent forth, 
there is none from which it reaches so far 
as from the grave.” 


THE GREATER 
CHRISTIAN DUTY 


ROBERT T. RAINES 


HE Christian has a far greater filial ob- 
ligation than do any other ethnic group. 
His self-denial must surpass, notably, 
that of all others. Christ imposed a far great- 
er and more austere religious responsibility 
on these who would follow Him than didany 
other eminent teacher. In moral motives He 
demanded more also. It is our duty to be 
more than helpful. We are to develop a pray- 
erful and sympathetic attitude toward man = 
kind. It is the basic quality of love to be 
helpful. Love is always a subjective emo- 
tion. It cannot be long incarcerated in the 
limits of the heart that gives it birth. Love 
must be practiced just as the artist must 
practice his art if he is to become and re- 
main skillful. Hence love must overflow into 
benevolent executions, and passionate per- 
formances, with kindly exercised deeds, or 
it would not be love, by its very nature. For 
love the simple acts of not resisting harm- 
ful authority or evil forces with violence is 
never enough. There must be more than Chriss 
tian non-resistan ce, ; 
Non-resistance must be stabilized with- 
our active love of the enemy. It consequent- 
ly guarantees as personal quality otherwise 
unknowable. Love, is as a result, unbeliev- 
ably more powerful than the sword or any 
other force. We are to overcome evil with 
good. By destroying his hatred with love, — 
we can easily convert our enemies into true 
friends. 3 
Yet, for such a task love alone is not 
enough. We must combine our human love 
with that of God. There is only one way t 
do this . .» through prayer. Any problem we 
face, with the power of God, through pray 
er, we can solve. This is especially true i 
our endeaver to love our enemy. We turn to 
prayer for assistance as well as to love t 
melt the frozen heart of our opponent’s ha- 
tred, We must appeal to God for He alon 
can change the perverse heart of man. There- 
fore love is only the first step, the second i 
intercessary prayer, which is an expressior 
of awakened tenderness. 


Se a a 
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bhower in return our antagonists, with ever- 
easting welfare. Thus we make our adver- 
sary our friend, by this deluge of loving 
iindness, This emphatic attitude is our 
thristian obligation. We must be long- suf- 
ering through mercilessly oppressed and 
epeatedly persecuted. To practice non- re- 
stance towards injuries is also obligatory, 
he negative virtue is usually easy. Thus 
ihe honest pagans are often able to refrain 
rom evil deeds, The Christian has an ad- 
iitional spiritual duty. True, he must do no 
vubstantial ham nor injury. Immeasurably 
rther, he must proceed positively to help, 
e€ must initiate active aid and love. The 
olden rule as the others teach it is always 

the negative. The Christian rule is a posi- 
live one. The others are told not to hate 
vithout reason. The teachings of Christ 
command that we love without reason, The 
ran with lodged, inflexible hate or any ir- 
vocable animosity is not a Christian, The 
aan without bounteous universal love is 
jikewise not of the Body of Christ! 


The pious can never obey the principles 
of the impious. The two must walk different 
oaths, The impious must be loved first, in 
order to love in return. The pious loves first 
ithout any necessity that his love be re- 
-urned. Consider the two profound questions- 
{ Jesus: If you practice loving only those 
ho love you, where is the reward? Do not 
=ven the worst sinners practice this? It is 
‘ar too frequent that the Christian is satis- 
fied if he is as good as his fellow man. 
Ghrist never judged man by man, but by God, 
at He did, He maintains that His devo- 
sees must also do. To be up to the highest 
ssecular standards is still to fall inexcusably 
sshort of the requirements of our Lord. 

Jesus is our model, He perfected His own 
edemands by loving His enemies. His dying- 
‘words reveal that His last thoughts were 
cof them: Father forgive them for they do not 
iknow what they are guilty of doing. This is, 
jindeed, the test of true love. Trouble is 
,gladly received. Sacrifice it accepts as a 
imatter of course. All for the person loved, 
is forever the rule. It is for this reason that 
[Paul considered Love the greater of the fa- 
rmous trio. et 

Take a longer look at the qualifications 

of love as enumerated by Paul in one 0 

the most poetical portions of Holy Scrip- 
“ture: Nothing is important if there is no love. 
No gifthas any value if there is nok ies 
in the giving. Love must be patient. ip 3e-ahe 

so kind. It is devoid of pride and jealousy. 
'It is considerate.Love insists upon no rights 
or privileges. There is an absence of anger 
‘in love. Of course, there can be no resent- 
ment. It can never harkor evil thoughts. Love 
is happy when justice is realized, and when 
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truth is known. It bears anything, It has faith 
in everything, It keeps up hope in everything. 
It gives us the power to endure anything. 
Therefore it never dies out. 

With the above type of love it becomes ap - 
parent that to hate anyone is impossible.Love 
is patient and will forgive an infinate num- 
ber of times as Jesus instructed Our unfor- 
giving heart is what creates most of our op- 
ponents. But ofttimes it is not our fault but 
that of another. What then? Without our pride 
we could overcome most of the human situa- 
tions here. Too often evil we see in others 
is merely a mirror of our own evil thoughts 
and ways, Finally if the truth prevailed there 
would be no ill will among men. Few earmest- 
ly seek the truth, unfortunately. 

This Christian spirit of love for your ene- 
mies is not so great a contrast to the laws of 
the universe as it would be supposed. It is 
rather natural and yet reasonable. God is not 
good to the just alone. He shows mercy and 
love to all, good and evil, rich and poor, wise 
and foolish, male and female, black and 
white. We all enjoy equal benevolence of the 
sunshine and of the rain. 

We all know sufferings and joys. We have 
loved ones die and all greet the new births, 
God is impartial in His love. All are blessed - 
by His handiwork, not simply those who de- 
serve it. For in the eyes of God all are sin- 
ners and deserve to die.One sin is as evil 
in the sight of God as a vast multitude. Jesus 
announced the Lord of the universe as a lov- 
ing Father of all mankind. 

This is aot to imply that there is no jus- 
tice in His universe, rather it reveals the 
mercy of the Lord, The right nevertheless 
ultimately triumphs. Since there is more mer- 
cy than-justice, of the God unveiled here on 
earth, kindness to enemies is naturally man- 
datory. It is the wisdom of nature. It must, 
hence, be reasonable. It is in agreement with 
the existing order of things. If this is im- 
practical so is the Gospel. Did not Christ die 
for the sins of the whole world so that all 
that seek to may be saved? His death was — 
not for an exclusive group but for the whole 
mourning creation. The final momentous ver- 
dict is entirely up to each individual. Christ 
is the Way and the Door! 


Consequently to love our enemy is not an 
impossible lofty theory that only the dream- 
ers and idealists hold. Rather it is perfectly 
logical and pragmatic, The Christian must be 
fair, just and patient. If he loves his peers 
as God prescribes, he would have no foes. 
For foes are human. It is not possible to 
hate one that shows us only love and admir- 
ation. This is the secret of our pets. Good 
or evil they love us. In like manner, we re- 
turn this love. It is impossible to hate friend - 
ly and obedient pets. Likewise it is contrary 
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to reason to hate another soul who wishes 
only our best. 

Paul aptly captured this spirit as did Solo- 
mon when they wrote: ‘“‘If your enemy hun- 
gers, feed him. If he thirsts, give him water, 
for in so doing you shall heap coals of fire 
on his head.”? (Prov. 25:21-22; Rom, 12:20) 

Moreover, love is out of the comprehen- 
ssive scope of the normal man who has only 
human nature as a guide. Human nature is 
not the paramount authority of the man 
seeking to dothe executive will of God. 
Rather he is the person of a ‘‘new birth” 
nature.His is no longer a mere human spirit. 
He has intimately acquired the same charac- 
ter of Christ. The inspired apostle who wrote, 
most of what we now call The New Testa- 
ment persists that the natural man does not 
and cannot know God. Hence he can never- 
discern, accurately, the holy desire nor the 
sacred preference of a God that requires per- 
fection of His children. 

Yet this minute perfection is the final pur- 
pose of Christianity. Children of God are to 
achieve such balanced mastery that we love 
all of our Father’s creation, even that which 
opposes this subsequent feat. We love our 
foes and emulate the abnormal faultlessness- 
of our Lord and Master. 

For, indeed, the immediate objective of 
the advent of the Messiah was not singly the 
salvation of man for the future glory. Admit- 
tedly, this was His primary aim. His rela - 
tions with the world were to provide a reno- 
vated existence here and now. This was His 
secondary intention ... to make man spirit- 
ually prudent. 


Our prudence is picturesquely exhibited, 
not in those glamorous exploits that every 
man agrees is best and charitable. But the 
exemplary virtue of the unholy must be no- 
tably exceeded and surpassed. Contrary to 
common thoughts, the otherwise undevout- 
person can be, and frequently is, a man of 
rigorous morality and scrupulous integrity . 
Seek not to be abreast with them. Far too 
many ‘Christians’ are adequately content, 
if they can triumphantly point to others less 
devout than they are acknowledged being in 
their behavior. Our Lord relentlessly demand- 
ed more. There is only one standard for Him. 
- «+ « His example. As He was perfect, so must 
His followers be also. Moses taught that we 
are to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, 
(Ley. 19:18) Jesus uncompromisingly ordered - 
that we have a greater love of others than we 
have of ourselves. He so loved us! He gave 
Himself for us, We are to do likewise. We 
ought to lay down our lives for others. — 
(I John 3: 16) 

The greater duty of the Christian is to emu 
late God in His acts, evento the loving of 
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our enemies. God loves without reservations. 
We must love as God loves. God loves all, 
He IS Love! In spite of the sins of man, Go 
loves him. The fool that denies the very ex 
istance of the Deity. He loves. He that woul 
frustrate the Will of Gad, He loves. So must 
man love. This is the last commandment Gox 
gave man. ‘‘By this (love one for another) will 
men know that youare My disciple.” 


ALWAYS WELCOME 


>» Talking with a farmer I said, “The 
other day I happened to be passing this 
way and wondered if I should just look 
in to see you for five minutes.” 

“Why didn’t you?” he demanded. 

“Oh,” I said, “I wasn’t sure it would 
be convenient just then. It was market 
day, and I was in this neighborhood just 
about dinner time.” 

“There’s only one time when we 
shouldn’t be really glad to see you drop 
in,” observed my friend slowly, “and 
that’s whenever you don’t feel you’d 
care to come.” 

It was an odd way of saying I was 
always welcome. 

Jesus said, ‘‘Come unto Me.” At any 
time, in any place, the invitation is ex- 
tended. 


A Soldier Makes His Prayer to God 


Almighty and all present Power, 
Short is the prayer I make to Thee, 
I do not ask in battle-hour 

For any shield to cover me. 


The vast unalterable way, 

From which the stars do not depart 
May not be turned aside to stay 
The bullet flying to my heart. 


I ask no help to strike my foe, 
I seek no petty victory here, 
The enemy I hate, I know 
To Thee is also dear. 


When death is drawing through the sky. 
Almighty God who also died 
Teach me the way that I should die. 
—Written by Sergeant Hugh Brodie, 
Royal Australian Air Force, 
Shortly missing in action. — 


4 
But this I pray, be at my side 


GOD’S HOUSE 
(From Page 320) 


Of painted windows, I think that God must pass 

Between the new dim aisles, and stopping where 
The last light falls across His shining hair, 
He kneels and holds the first communion there.” 
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|The Enterprise Corner 

: Bok got the idea from my mother,” said Mrs. 
uray. “She always kept all the things she 
intended to do in one room, if possible, and we 


Here is a copy of an Enterprise Corner from 
na Church Bulletin, circulated among members 
yweekly. 

Enterprise Corner 
To service others rather than ourselves. 
To increase membership by 15%. 
To have the best Sunday School in eight 


| 


To increase Teaching force by five. 
Each class to bring in ten new members. 
Ten new members for each division of Mis- 
ssionary Class. 
100 new members for Men’s Discussion 
(Group. 

15 new members for Choir. 

A thorough canvass with every individual 
+co-operating. 

Reduce debt by $2000, and use interest for 
Memorial. 


IMatt. 26:52. “Put your sword back where it 
belongs.” 
Does war pay? When we buy a car we ask 
ttwo questions: “How much does it cost?” and 
““How much good can I get out of it?’”’ The 
ssame test applied to war can be made by any 
tthoughtful person, young or old, learned or 
jilliterate. Ask eight million widows and five 
:million orphans, ‘‘Does war pay?” Ask twenty 
;million more maimed and gassed, “‘Does war 
spay?” Of course, there are ten million dead 
-soldiers and sailors, and fifteen million dead 
‘women and children—the indirect result of 
ithe war, we can never ask. With. a money 
-eost of 337 Billions to the world and 100 Bil- 
lions more cost to Uncle Sam’s taxpayers, and, 
with the cause of “democracy” in “a more pre- 
earious state than at any time since 1848” 
—we are just beginning to realize what Jesus 
said, “For all who draw the sword will die by 
the sword,” and that He knew that war does 


not pay. 


Safety for Nations 
Prov. 14:34. Psa. 127:1. Psa. 89:15. 
Ponder Isa. 13:1; 19:22; 12 :9. Jer. 50 and 
51. Nahum 3. Jer. 46. 


Pitfalls for Nations— ; ; 
1. Too much money, reflected in ease, lassi- 


tude, profligate habits. 

- 2. Too much faith in physical power, re- 
flected in arrogance, selfishness, desire for 
greater power, lack of faith in God’s guiding 


power. 


THE EXPOSITOR 


Che ovr Roun 


JULY «@ AUGUST «# 1959 


DON'T 
TAKE A 
VACATION 
FROM GOD 


Summer, the season of planting and 
harvest, a time of out-of-doors recrea- 
tion, is most of all a time for spiritual 
renewal. It is an opportunity for man- 
kind to grow closer to his Maker. So, 
with all your vacation plans, don’t take 
a vacation from God. 


e Attend church each Sunday, of course 
— at home or away. 


@ Give thanks before meals — one of 
the marks of a Christian. 


@ Have daily devotions — The Upper 
Room will help you. (Provide extra 
copies for those away from home at 
camps, institutes, conferences, con- 
ventions, so that all may share the 
same Bible readings, the same prayers, 
the same meditations each day.) 

Ten or more copies to one address, 
7¢ per copy. Individual subscriptions 
(by mail) $1 a year, three years for 
$2. Air mail edition for service men 
and youth, same price. 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
37 Editions — 31 Languages 
1908 GRAND AVE. NASHVILLE 5, TENN. 
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8. Too little expression of faith in God, re- 
flected in lack of prayer, harmful recreation, 
gambling, drinking, oppression of poor and 
unfortunate. 

4. Evolvement of silly schemes to attain 
through expenditures of vast sums of money 
what can be achieved only through obedience 
to God’s laws regarding brotherly love, stew- 
ardship, and individual responsibility. 

Physical progress of nations like that of in- 
dividuals requires devotion to ideals, achieve- 
ment is slow and gradual, and follows in the 
wake of slow spiritual progress. 


I BELIEVE In THE CHURCH, Elmer G. Hom- 
righausen. Abingdon. 108-p. $1.50 


I BELIEVE In MAN, Frederick Keller Stamm. 
77-P. Abingdon. $1.50 


These two volumes of the “‘Know Your 
Faith’? Series, tell the reader simply and 
convincingly truth that is basic in Chris- 
tian living, and should be ‘‘a must’? study- 
and discussion in every age Church group. 


GREAT SERMONS of THE WORLD 
by Clarence E. Macartney. Baker. 454-P- 


$4.95 


Here are sermons from 25 of the world’s 
greatest preachers, from Clement of the 
first century after Christ to G. Campbell- 
Morgan, who reached the height of his 
power in our own 20th century. 

Dr. Macartney says: “I have drawn up- 
on every period of Christian Preaching, 
from the days of the apostles to the pres- 
ent time. I have included also an example 
of Old Testament eloquence.”’ 

These sermons have more than histori- 
cal value. They trace religious thought 
throughout the centuries. 


I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH 
Elmer G Homrighausen, Abingdon. 108-p. 


This volume of the ‘KNOW YOUR FAITH” 
series, presented by the noted lecturer and 
author, dean of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, and chairman of the department of 
practical theology, contains 8-chapters, each 
related to and based on the needs and experi- 
ences of the Church-Member of any and all 
churches throughout our land, and any land. 

The author maintains that ‘‘the church is 
the instrument of God—it has preserved the 
Bible, furthered education and social jus- 
tice, championed the cause of brotherhood, 
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_ ion of the former one. The sermons are well 


and insisted that its members spread the 
gospel,” and tells us frankly that ‘‘we could 
not have Christianity without a Church! Indi. 
vidual Christianity is an impossible contra- 
diction. The church is the redeemed com- 
munity; the fellowship of the forgiven and 
the Forgiving.”’ 


COMMON SENSE in MARRIAGE 
by Herbert A. Streeter. Wamer Press. 128-p. 
$2.50 


The author, active in marital counseling 
throughout the 18-years of his ministry, a 
native of Chicago, married 19-years, and 
father of two sons, is currently the pastor 
of a rapidly growing church in a suburb of 
Detroit, Michigan. 

The introduction by Dr. Robert C. Lake, 
Riverside Clinic, Detroit, 2%-pages, is a 
most heartening addition to the value of 
the book, and the 17-chapters of pastor- 
Streeter’s book, might well be ‘“‘musT’* —_ 
reading for every couple contemplating mar- 
Tlages 


PLANNED PARENTHOOD ,by Alfred Me | 
Rehwinkel. Concordia. 120-p. Cloth, $2.25, 
Paper, $1.50 


‘*Planned Parenthood and Birth Control 
in the Light of Christian Ethics’’ is the sub- 
title of this much needed, factual presenta - 
tion of a subject, often greatly misrepresen- 
ted and misleading. The author reviews the 
history of birth control practices, the origin 
of negative attitudes toward sex that influ- 
ence religious and public opinion, the mean- 
ing and purpose of parenthood, and outlines’ 
the official position of various church bod- 
ies on birth control. He turns to the Scrip- 
tures for Christian counsel. 4 

Here is counsel for Christians who feel 
the need of limiting their families, as well 
ministers, doctors, social workers, teachers. 
and others called upon to give guidance in 
family matters, 


The GAMBLERS at GOLGOTHA and Other 
Sermons. G. Hall Todd. Baker. 151-p. $2.75 


Love.” The present book is a fitting compan- 


thought out and clearly outlined. Timely: 
illustrations clarify the thought of the preach 
er. The subject of the volume takes its nam 
from the text in Matthew’s Gospel. “They- 
parted my garments among them, and upon 
my vesture did they cast lots,’”? The mes: 
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sages confront the problems of toda 
d 
hrow light upon their solution, tESS 


— W. Franklin Harkey 


THAT CHURCH in YOUR LIFE, by Rolla A. 
‘Swisher, Warner Press, 96-P- Cloth $2. 25, - 
paper, $1.25 


The author studied at James Millikan- 
‘University, Decatur, Ill., and is pastor at 
Coffeyville, Kansas, 

The aim of the book is to awaken church 
members to the actual meaning of ‘“mem- 
bership in a Christian Church, and suggests 
aow a Christian, through personal evangel- 
“sm, witnessing and working, — living as a 
Shristian in the home and on Main Street, 
an build his own personal life into what 
Christ meant it to be. 


‘PROPHETIC PREACHING: a New Approach. 
soy Otto J. Baab. Abingdon. 158-p. $2.50 


A forthright statement of the purpose of 
this volume is made by the author: ‘‘This 
book is written by a teacher of preachers, 
ffor preachers who long to be true prophets- 
sof God.’’ What minister is there who does 
mot long to strike the prophetic note in his 
soreaching? This book will quicken that de- 
sire. Prof. Baab occupies the chair of Old 
Testament interpretation at Garrett Biblical 
(Institute. The headings of chapters are pre- 
sented in a very intriguing fashion: The 
?rophetic Preacher’s, Passion, Problem, — 
2urpose, Power, Perspective, Proclamation, 
and Preaching. Under these headings there 
e many helpful suggestions for young min- 
:sters and those who have been at the task 
‘or many years. This is one art that is nev- 
>t perfected, —there is always more ahead. 

—W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


EEN-AGER,the BIBLE SPEAKS to YOU 
idited by Walter Riess. Concordia, 104-p. $1. 
Paper covers 

The author tells us the ‘High School 
hristians’’ Favorite Selections from the 
ord of God, in Modern and King James 
ersions’’ are presented in this book. 
Three pages of Bible References list- 
sd under specific needs or occasions when 
Ihe teen-ager needed a definite ‘strength 
upon which to build a decision’’ lead one 

o the assurance that these young Chris- 
jians have learned to one true fact of life, 
hat is to place our trust in God, seek — 
idance, and adhere to it, regardless of 
>ur own ambitioms. 

One of the heartening facts indicated in 
his portrayal of the general attitude of the 
outhful Christians is their JOY in having 
e all-important experience of God’s love, 
d Presence, continually, and the never— 
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CHOIR - PULPIT® 
STOLES - HANGINGS 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 284 SCRANTON 2, PA, 


@ Inspiring 
Dyons 


527 Hymns and songs. 
$2.00 per copy. (In quan- 
tities of 12 or more, $1.65 
each.) Leather pulpit edi- 
tion, $12.50. 

Order from your bookstore or 


Box 37, Station C 
Grand Rapids, Mich 


OVER 
300,000 
IN USE! 


Siugepiration 


ending help in every and ail occasions. 
There is no greater gift! 


EVANGELISM in The SUNDAY SCHOOL 
by Elmer Kettner, Editor of Advance, St. 
Louis, Mo., Concordia Pub.House, 130-p. 


paper covers, 60¢ 
‘‘Evangelism’’ is the basic emphasis of 
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ELECTRIC 
LIGHTED 


CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Dept. FE Ashtabula, Ohie 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 


Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 
Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale 


E*R* MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13, Ill, Mew York 18, N. Y. 


FOLDING 
TABLES 
STEEL® WOOD 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
138 STYLES - FOLDING - NON-FOLDING 


REQUEST PRICES: STATE REQUIREMENTS 


ADIRONDACK CHAIR CO. 


Dept.B 101140 BROADWAY, N. Y. 1, N.Y. 


7 ra “‘PITYPE" 


ILLUMINATED 
CROSSES 


AND GIFT a 
AND Su 


PLATES ie 


. BRONZE TABLETS 
WwW. L. CLARK co. 


\ 
\ 
| iid 

VINCL | 

Manuf nce 1914 ml | 

acre 52 LAFAY NEW YORK 13 see 


EPARATE LITERATURE OF EAHER ON REQUEST 


‘eh ROBES , 


Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 06 
Fair Prices. Mention whether 0 


EST.1926 


CLARE'S. 
CHURCH 


BULLETIN 
et Sere 


BULLETIN foAts 
LETTERS 


for Pulpit or Choir. 


DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 
1153 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


Seco Coco 
Soc Soc co 


this book of 8-chap., and the Preface, and 
should provide inspiration toward this basic 
and necessary goal to any church member, 
regardless of denominational affiliations. 


A study of this booklet might build an 
army of evangelists in any and every lo- 
cal church! 
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OUR FAMILY WORSHIPS at HOME by Anna 
Laura and Edward W. Gebbard. Abingdon. 
127-p. $2.50 


This book does more than suggest that il 
is a good thing for families to worship at 
home. It actually shows how this is pos 
sible. There are seven week series suggest- 
ed, with daily devotions and illustrations 
added. Bible references, prayers, appropri- 
ate hymns, with a goodly sprinkling of quo- 
tations are given. One could believe that 
enough material would develop to keep up 
the good work, Thebook should have a wide 
circulation. — W. Franklin Harkey 


LUTHER’S WORLD of THOUGHT . Heinrich 
Bornhamm. Translated by Martin H. Bertram 
315-p. Concordia Pub. $3.00 


Martin Luther’s life and work form an end- 
less exposition. It is amazing the work he 
did and the breadth of his understanding, 
and the theological writings he gave to the - 
world. Here Professor Bornhamm, of Heidel- 
berg University, gives us a resume of Luth 
er’s thinking on the great issues of the 
Bible and theology. This compendium of the 
great Reformer’s thinking will become a 
classic not only for Lutherans but for all 
those who would come to an understanding 
of Luther’s writings. Martin Bertram has 
done a fine piece of translation. 

—W. Franklin Harkey 


MORAL PRINCIPLES in EDUCATION 
John Dewey. Philosophical Libr. 

61-p. $2. 75 3 
3 

At a time when the debate on the aims ant 
methods of American education is urgent and 
widespread, it might be well to tum again to 
John Dewey’s lucid and forcefu 1 analysis o} 
the proper function of education in a demo 
Tracy.» 

Distinguishing sharply between educati 
as a public business and education as 
expert professional service, Dewey h 
outlines the moral purposes of the scho 
the training which should follow from speci! 
ic methods of instruction, the social re a 
of the major courses of study, and the psy- 
chological implications of moral educatioi 

This celebrated statement, which has h 
such far-reaching effect upon our educatio 
al system for the past half-century, is sti 
pertinent to the grave dilemmas which fag 
the nation’s schools today. 

The five chapters of this pertinent og 
entation of the purposes of our ae 
followed by an outline on ‘‘The Moral aspect 
of our schools.” 


J 
3 


JUNE, 19 


4 


[CAL INDEX, 


SS 


GENERAL 
Reviews 330 
1ers, We 311 
2tin Board 319 
ch Methods 317 
S, Meckel 323 
iddiency — 
|Prayer 319 
lly Life 310 
& Country 313 
s House 320 
: Ties 320 
wendence — 
Day 316 
ss’ Sayings 315 
tr Program 317 
prial Service 318 
YVeek Service 320 
er 318 
Rediscovery 319 
ons 321 
PRTICLES 
lly Life 310 
:¢ Country, 
James 313 
endence — 
cay, Phelan 316 


igs of Jesus, 
Benson 


315 


JUNE, 1959 


CHURCH METHODS 
Expediency — 
Prayer 


God’s House 320 
Junior Program 317 
Memorial Service 318 


Mid-Week Service 320 


Re-Discovery of — 
Self 319 


Strengthening— 
Home Ties 320 


10—Rules for 


Prayer 318 
SERMONS 
As Man Thinketh, 
Gray 321 


Christian Duty, 


Raines 326 
The Right Word, 
Braunstein 325 


Wisdom of Cross, 
Meckel 323 
SCRIPTURE TEXTS 


I—Illustrations 


O—Outlines 

S—Sermons 
Gen. 25:5 320 
Exodus 12:26(M) 318 
Psa. 23 (M) 318 
Prov. 23:7 (S) 321 
Luke 22:26 (M) 319 
John 1:12 (M) 319 


1 Cor. 1:23-24(S) 


3SCRIPTION BLANK 


EXPOSITOR 


ption Dept. P.O. Box 81 


1 easy New York 


| ’ 
-EXPOSITOR 
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field in communion ser- 
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